[Optimal sampling for diagnostic and prognostic purposes before first-line chemotherapy of breast cancer].
Non-surgical first-line treatments of operable breast cancer raise the problem of pre-therapeutic collection of diagnostic and prognostic data. The advantages and limitations of cytopuncture and microbiopsy are discussed. The authors consider that the safest procedure is cytopuncture as part of diagnostic evaluation, completed by cutting-needle biopsy for information on tissues.